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January 19, 2007

To: Kitsap County Planning Commission
From: Patty Charnas, Natural Resources Manager
Subject: Kltsap County Critical Areas Ordinance remand: materlals for January 23,

2007 dellberatlons

This is to follow up to the January 9, 2007 Planning Commission public hearing with materials
to assist the deliberations scheduled to begin Tuesday, January 23, 2007. These materials.
include:

. Proposed revisions recommended by staff for deliberation by the Planmng

Commission.

a. These proposed code revisions remain essentially the same as what were
attached to the December 28, 2006 memo to the Planning Commission. There
are modifications located in the provisions for decreasing shoreline buffer
widths. One modification relates to urban shoreline environments and lakes.

- The other re-instates the buffer reduction provision for water dependent
activities. All buffer reductlons require a sﬁe-specn‘" ic Habitat Management Plan.

fl. _Copies of Key CAO Index ltems referenced in the remand order.
a. These documents are those that were specifically referenced in the remand
order that relate to the record of best available science.

Given the formal close of the Planning Commission public comment 'period as January 19,
2007, we are preparing a comments matrix as well, which we expect to have to you soon.

As you are all aware, the deadline for action to be taken to achieve compliance is
ebruary 23, 2007. The Board of County Commissioners is tentatively scheduling their
public hearing on the CAOQ revisions for February 12, 2007. We expect a productive
session on Tuesday, January 23, 2007. For your information, the Commissioner
Chambers Room has been reserved for Wednesday, if needed.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. -
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I. Proposed Revisions

1. Wetlands exemption.

Title 19 Chapter 200 addresses wetland regulations. The remand directs specific

attention to Section 19.200. 210 that includes subsection C. Non-regulated Wetlands. It

is proposed that the following revisions be made to the ordinance, as follows:

19.200.210 Wetland Identification and Functional Rating
B. Regulated Wetlands. (See Chapter 19.800 Appendix A for more detailed description).
1. Category I Wetlands:  Category I wetlands are those regulated wetlands that include
but are not limited to rare, unique wetland types that are more sensitive to disturbance than
most wetlands and that contain ecological attributes that are impossible to replace within a
human lifetime. Category I wetlands score 70 pomts or more out of 100 on the wetlands
ratings systems.
2. Category Il Wetlands: Category I wetlands are those regulated wetlands that score
between 51-69 points out of 100. on the wetlands ratings system.
3. Category III Wetlands: Category III wetlands are those regulated wetlands;2;500
square-feet-orgreater-that score between 30-50 points on the wetlands ratings system.
4. Category IV Wetlands: Category IV wetlands are those regulated wetlands; 7500
square-feet-or-greater; that score less than 30 points out of 100 on the wetlands ratings
- system. .
5. Wetlands mtentlonally created from non-wetland areas to mitigate. conversmn of other
wetlands. |
6. Mosaic wetlands as defined at 19.150. 695
C. Non-Regulated Wetlands :
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2. Shoreline Buffers.

Title 19 Chapter 300 addresses fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. Section
19.300.315 identifies the buffer areas for designated fish and wildlife habitat conservation
areas, which include streams, lakes and saltwater shorelines. The buffer width for
shorelines is guided by the type of shoreline environment designation of the Kitsap
County Shoreline Management Master Program (Kitsap County Code Title 22). Based on
the remand order, it is proposed that the following revisions be made to the ordinance, as

follows:

Standards

' -Saltﬁaterr Shdrelines a'lid'L'ake's '
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"~ When apphcable the order of sequence for buffer reductlons shall be as follows

i, Use of buffer averaging, maintaining one hundred percent of the- buffer area
under the standard buffer requirement; : :

ii. Reductron of the overall buffer ared by no more than twenty-ﬁve percent of the
area required urider the standard buffer requirement;

iii. Enhancement of ex1strng degraded buffer area and replantlng of the dlsturbed
buffer area; : : :

iv. Use of alternative on-sne Wastewater systems in order to minimize site clearlng

Inﬁltratlon of stormwater where soils: pernnt and,

"consrstent with the Kltsan Countv Shorehne Management Master Program Anv alterat1on of a E
buffer or burldm,q setback shall bé the minifmiim- necessary and shall requlre an’ anproved
habrtat mana,qement nlan Wthh rdentlﬁes and adequatelv nrotects a:nv affected ﬁsh and S
wrldhfe habltat conservatlon area B - : '

We are happy to answer any questions or provide additional information. Inquiries may
continue to be directed to:

Patricia Charnas: ATTN CAO Remand

Kitsap County Department of Community Development
619 Division Street MS 36

Port Orchard, WA 98366

(360) 337-4558

pcharnas@co.kitsap.wa.us

Cc:  Board of County Commissioners w/o attachment
Interested Parties w/o attachment
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